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* Advertiſement, 


Hts Letter in Defenſe of fant- 
Baptiſm (though written ſome 

while fince,) falling lately into my 
hands ; and being Recommended by 
ſome knowing Perſons ; I thought fit 
to Publiſh it. (with the Author's good 
leave) for the Benefit of -others ; omit- 
ting the Name of him, who propoſed 
the Queſtion ; becauſe I do not kno W, 
whether or no he be willing to have it 
made publick. 


LETTER 
Anti-Pzdo-Baptiſt, 


DOCTOR Y ALLTMTS. 


Reverend STR, 


Have read the Firſt Part of your Diſcourſe 
I | concerning the Chriſtian Sabbath, and liked 

it ſo well, that I was very eager to get the 
Second : In reading whereof, I could not. but ad- 
mire at the large Meaſure of Underſtanding,which - 
the Lord, out of his Goodneſs, has been FRY | 
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beſtow upon you, above many other Pious and 
Learned Men,, that have formerly Treated of the 
Sabbath, and diſputed againſt the Jewiſh Sab- 
bath, with ſo much Weakneſs, that the Sabbata- 
rians have been greatly thereby incouraged in their 
Errour. And coming in/8ep. 91. to thele words of 
yours, Tox would have had ſo much modeſty, as 
ro think, the miſtake may poſſibly be on your ſide, rather 
than on the whole Body of Chriſtians (ſome wery few 
excepted) who —— obſerved the Lord's Day ; 1 
did refle&t on my lf who am perſwaded, that 
Believers Infants are not to be Baptized in their 
Infancy, contrary tothe Opinienof fo many Leaxn- 
ed Pzdo-Baptiſts in Chriſtendom, yea the Gene- 
rality of Chriſtians; and it-made me to think, the 
Miſtake.rpight paſlibly be on my fide, rather than 
on the Body of Chriſtians (ſome few excepted) 
who Conſcientiouſly maintain Infant-Baptiſm. And 
{uppoling you, Worthy STR, by your Commu- 
nion, to maintain Pzdo-Baptiſm, I took courage 
and boldneſs, to. write unto your ſelf, for to. know 
your Grounds from Scripture, on which you ſatisfy 
your Conſcience in that Point. 


The main Reaſon, which ſatisfies me againſt 
Pxdo-Baptiſm, is, becaufe I can find no. where in 
Scripture, either in expreſs. Terms, oft by any na- 
tural or neceſſary Conſequence, that it is the Will 
of God, that Believers Infants are to be Baptized 
in their Infancy : T cannot find any Precept. ro Bap- 
tize them, nor ſo much that ever John the Baprilt,, 
or Chriſt, or his Diſciples (that appears) did Baptize 
any of them, | 
I know 
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FT know indeed, what Dr. Hammond; Dr. Liz ht- 
foot,. and the: Athenian Society prefume (asrto an 
Inſtitution) from a Cuſtom among the Jews, of 
their Baptizing the Infants. of Profelytes, as if 
Chriſt out of Condeſcenfion to- the Jews, to win 
them, did include Infants in his Precepr of Bap- 
tizing all Nations, Children being a part of them. 
Bur I cannot find in. Holy Writ any ſuch Cuſtom 
recorded, or that it had a Divine Inſtitution. And 
if thoſe Writings from whence they would prove, 
that there was ſuch a Cuſtom in our Saviour's time 
amongſt them, were of undoubred Authority, yet 
E cannot ſee any reaſon to conclude, that Chriſt. 
would inſtitute Tnfant-Baptiſm to gratify Infidel 
Fews, who were bur the leaſt part of al Nations, 
(if intended there by Nations.) As Fohn's Baptiſm 
was from Heaven, and was ſo ſingular a thing, that 
the 7ews, Joh. 1.. 25. wondring. at it, asked him, 
Why. baptizeſt thow then, if &c. So the Baptiſm 
Chriſt 1nitiruted, was not from any Jewiſh Tra- 
dition, or Rudiment of the Jewiſh World, but from 
Heaven, and differing from any Jewiſh Bapriſm. 
Thar John Baptiſt, and our Lord: firſt made Dilct- 
ples, and then Baptized thoſe Diſciples; Lthiak is 
plain from Foh. 4. 1. But I cannot find, that they 
allo Baptized the Children of thoſe Diſciples, as 
if they had been the Children of New Proſe- 
lytes. As our Lord did thus among the Jews, by 
his Apoſtles, ſo he did by them among'the Nations; 
and | can no where 1n Scripture find,that Believing 
Gentiles were counted and called Proſelytes,  be- 
caule Chrittians, and thar their Children were Bap- 
tized for that reaſon, The Door doubtleſs can 
B 2 certify 


[ 4 ] 


certify me, whether or no it was a Cuſtom among 
the Jews and other Nations, for great Maſters to 
initiate their Diſciples by Baptiſm ; and if ſo, there 
would be more probability, that Chriſt inſtituted 
Baptiſm from that Cuſtom, if from any, and that 
as they did not Baptize the Children of thoſe Diſ- 
ciples too, until themſelves became Diſciples, ſo 
the Children of the Difciples of Chriſt, the great 
Prophet of God, and our Maſter, are not to be 
Baptized, until themſelves. alſo become Diſciples. 
Go ye, and teach all Nations, is explain'd, Mar. 16.15. 
Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature; and thus it is by ſeveral of the Pathers 
underſtood. And by Baptizing them, viz. all Na- 
tions, there is no neceſlity to underſtand it of Bap- 
tizing all Perſons abſolutely, for we have the words 
[all Nations} in other Texts of Scripture, where 
they do not mean all Perſons abſolutely, but of a 
capable Condition, as Adorate eum omnes gentes, & 
_ P/allitate Deo omnes Nationes, &c. And if Baptiſm 
was the way of Diſcipling Perſons, as ſome would 
have it, then the Apoſtles needed not have firſt 
required of them Repentance and Faith, as previ- 
ous .Diſpoſitions and Qualifications for Baptiſm, 
| bur rather have Exhorted them to be Baptized, in 
order to their being taught Faith and Repentance, 
with other things commanded by Chriſt to his A- 
poltles. But as 1t plainly appears from other Scrip- 
tures, that our Saviour here excludes from being 
Baptized, thoſe Perſons of all Nations, that are nor 
yer qualify'd for it, z. e. Not yet become Diſciples, 
or Repenting Believers, tho? capable of Faith and 


Repentance ; ſo it docs not appear to me, _ 
" 


LF, 
Infants Diſciples are here included,tho* neither qua- 
lify*'d nor capable, as Diſciples ſhould be. 

| Thus when, Col. 2. the Apoſtle tells Gentile Be- 
lievers, that they were compleat in Chriſt, ſeeing 
they were Circumciſed in him by his Circumciſion, 
and Buried and Riſea with him in Baptiſm, &c. 
Some will from hence aſſert, that « perraps he meant 
Circumciſion came in the room of {2*7; Eptiſmcamein 
Baptiſm, * and conſequently that i 
Intants are to be Baptized, as before they were to 
be Circumciſed, which I can no ways ſee : Nor 
was ever any ſuch thing pleaded by the Apoſtles, 
againſt the Chriſtian Jews, that were Zealous for 
Circumciſion. John, and Chriſt by his Apoſtle, ad- 
miniſtred Baptiſm among the Jews, while Circum- 
ciſion was ſtill a Duty to the Jews and their Chil-: 
dren, I grant, that it may be proved from hence, 
that Circumciſion was a Figure of the Circumciſi-: 
on made without Hands, in the putting. off the 
Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, but not that Circum- 
cifion figured Baptiſm : Which if it could be proved: 
from hence, yet there does not neceffarily follow 
a necelſlity of obſerving this Circuniſtance of Age, 
any more than many other Circumſtances of the 
Type, as that of the e/2hth day, of the male ſex: 
only, &c. But the Analogy will hold thus more pro- 
perly : As Infants 1n the latter were Circumciſed, 
ſo ſpiritual Infants or Babes in Chriſt, that are be- 
come like one of theſe little Ones, ſhall be Bapti-- 
zed. Therefore that Argument from the Circum- 
{tance of Age, being but a meer ConjeCture, proves- 
nothing. 


The 


The Argument which is taken from the ACtion 
of Chriſt's. bleſſing Infants, does not prove tome, 
that it is the Will of Ged, that Infants are to be 
Baptized, but rather the contrary, in as much as 
we cannot learn, but that Chriſt diſmiſſed them 
without Baptiſm. 

As for that ſaying of Chriſt, Except a man be born 
8247, Oc. it does no more infer a. neceſfiry of In- 
fant's Bapriſm, than that other of his, Excep! ye eat 
the fleſh of the Son of Man, &c. does infer a neceſſity 
of their partaking at the Lord's Table. The Goſpel 
ſpeaks to Perſons of Years and Diſcretion, and it 
15 they whom it ties to Baptiſm for their Salvation, 
and the Baptiſm which ſaves them, is the anſwer 
of a good Conſcience towards God in their Obedi- * 
ence to the Goſpel-requirings, which Infants-are 
uncapable to diſcharge. And tor the Salvation of In- 
fants, God 1s able ſtill to beſtow -ſaving Mercies 
upon Infants now immediately, as he did before 
the Inſtitution, either of Circumciſion or Baptiſm. 
Even as it 1s tn the caſe of Faith, He that belieweth-. 
ot, ſhail be damned : Now, becauſe Children are no 
more able to give aſſent to the Goſpel, than to dil- 
ſeat therefrom, ſhall we from thence infer their 
Damnation ? And if the want of Faith does nor 
Damn them till they are capable of Faith, then 
much more the want of Baptiſm will nor Damn 
them, till then, and may therefore be rationally 
deferr'd till theo, 

As to the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt to the Jews 
and their Children, I cannot underſtand it, but 
Conditionally, viz. To them, if they ſhould Re- 
pent and be Baptized, (according to Peter's Exhor- 
tation 
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tation to them,) and alſo to their Sos and Daugh- 
ters, of the ſame Capacity to receive the Holy 
Spirit's EffteAts on their Natural Faculties, upon 
their Repentance and Obedience of Faith : For, 
as the word | Children] in Scripture, does not al- 
ways mean Infants, elſe it would follow, that there 
were no Adult Perſons in all 1/rac/ ; ſol ſee no 
neceſſity to take it here of Infants. 

As for the Holineſs of the Children of a Be- 
liever, ſpoken of 1 Cor.7. 14. (whatever that Holt- 
neſs be) it does no more neceſſarily prove, that In- 
fants of Believers are for that reafon to be Baprti- 
zed, than the Holineſs of the Unbelieving Parent 
there ſpoken of, 'will prove, rhat ſuch an Infidel 
is for that reaſon to be Baptized. For, that Holi- 
neſs of the Children, is derived to them from their 
Believing Parent, as it is to the Unbelieving Pa- 
rent, and nat from the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 

And whereas for an Apoſtolical Precedent, there 
15 one pretended from Baptizing of Stephanas's 
Houſhold, It is but a bare ConjeQture, fr#, that 
there were little Babes in the Family, and /ecomdly, 
that they were Baptized. Fr is fatd of the Ruler at 
Capernanm, that He believed, and all his Houſe, but 
it does not thence follow, that there were Infants. 
in his Houſe, and that they believed as well as he.. 
One ſeems jult as probable as the other. 


Now, Good SIR, ſeeing I can find no Certain- 
ty or Demonſtration, and 1 may ſay, no Proba- 
bility, in theſe Arguments, that are uſually brought 
from Scripture for Infant-Baptiſm ; if you can pro- 
duce any Arguments that carry. more Weight and 
Demons« 
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Demonſtration in them, for that which you be- 
lieve to be the Truth, and againſt that which you 
believe to be an Errour, and 1 (at preſent) a Truth, 
I do earneſtly and humbly entreat you, for my 
Soul's ſake, and as you are in Chriſtian Duty and 
Conſcience bound to God, to be ſo Good as to im- 
part them to me, for to ſave my Soul from ſuch 
an Errour, And as'your ſo doing may make much, 
not only for my Spiritual, but alſo for my Temporal 
Benefit, fo you will thereby greatly Oblige, 


Reverend S IR, 


London, Feb.? Your very Humble, 


25. 1696. $ 
And AﬀeCQionate Servant, 


"+. * . BEG 


Pray Sir, will you be pleaſed to favour me with 
ſome Lines, and to direC(t your Lecter for me, tov 
be left with Mr. — at the —— in 
St. Paul's Church-yard, and there I will call for it, 
Three Weeks hence, and pay for it. Yale. 


JTo the Reverend John 
Wallis, D.D. and Profeſſor 
of Geometry in the Unruere 
ſity of Oxford, 


THE 


24-3, br 2, ov « EDIT Nt, 4, _ 
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AN 


ANSWER 


LETTER. 


SZ R, Oxford, Feb. 28. 1698. 


Received laft Night, from I know not whom, 

a Letter (concerning Infant-Baptiſm) Dated 

Feb. 25. and Signed C.C......... Whether this 

be a true Name, or but a feigned one, I am not cer- 

tain. But gueſs it to be the latter ; becauſe I do not 

remember that I have ever heard of any Man of 
that Name. | 

And, as I do not know from whom ; ſo, neither 

do I know, how qualify'd : Whether with a modeſt 

Deſire to be informed ; or a captious Humour, to 

quarel or cavil at a received Truth, as being pre- 

poſſeſſed with a Prejudice ———_— i 

y 


[ 10 } 


If the latter; I might anſwer as the Apoſtle 
doth in a like Caſe ; If any man liſt tobe Contentious, 
we have no [uch cuſtome, nor the Churches of God. And. 
the Scripture ſeems to me-to be written in ſuch a 
ſtile, not as to gratify the nicely Captious, but to - 
give a reaſonable Satisfaction to ſuch as are mo- 
deſtly willing to be taught. 1F any man will do his 
Will, he ſhall know of the Dofrine, whether it be of 
God. And, The meek he will teach his way. And 1do 
not find that Chrilt thought fit to comply with 
thoſe who would be curiouſly inquiſitive for a Sen 
from Heaven ( when-and in what manner they 
pleaſed) to confirm his Doctrine : Or, with the Rich 
Glutton, who would have one- ſent from the Dead 
to warn his Brethres : But would take his own time, 
and his own way, to ſatisfy thoſe who were wil- 
ling to be taught. And, in Matters of Fa&, we 
mult content our ſelves with a Moral Certainty, 
though we have not always a Mathematical Demon- 
ftration. And if, then, any doubt remain, as to 
Matter of Fat, we muſt content our ſelves with 
{uch reaſonable SatisfaQtion , as God thinks fit to 
give us, what is molt likely to be true. 

But I am willing to underſtand the Writer in 
the other Senſe; as content (without cavilliog)with 
a reaſonable SatisfaCtion. 

And then, as to this Queſtion, concerning Matter 
of Fa ; Whether Chritt and his Apoſtles, or the 
Church in their time, did Baptize Infants : "Tis 
clear, on the one hand, that we cannot be certain 
that they did not, (there being no intimation to 
that purpoſe ;) and it is much more reaſonable to 
think they did; and to praGtiſe accordingly. 
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I ſhall parallel this wich another Queſtion of like 

Nature. Whether Women did then,and ought now, 
to partake of the other Sacrament. 

If it be objeCted; that Chriſt at firſt did celebrate 
it with Men only, (the Twelve Apoſtles;) and 
the Apoſtle direAs, Let « Mex (not Woman or 
Child) examine himſelf, (not her ſelf) and ſo let him 
(not her) eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. 
Nor do we any where, 1a Scripture, find any ex- 
preſs mention of Women receiving it. 

Yet I am fatisfy'd, notwithitanding this Ob- 
jeQtion, (and ſo, I hope, are you) that they did 
then, and ought now to receive it. Becauſe there 
is no intimation of the contrary ; and there ſeems 
to be the ſame reaſon for the Women, as for the 
Men, and the like benefit to each 5; And Women 
were Baptized (though not formerly Circumcilſed;) 
and did (as we have reaſon to preſume, though I 
do not remember that it is expreſly ſaid ſo) eat of 
the Paſs-over (notwithſtanding it be expreſly ſaid 
Exod. 12, 48. No Uncircumcifed Perſon ſhall eat 
thereof ;) The words Houſe and Houſhold being 
reaſonably ſuppoſed to include Women and Children 
alſo; and that the whole Family is to be reputed as 
a Circumciſed Family, wherein all the Males are 
Circurnciled. . And, the Praftice of the Church, 
(which 15a great Preſumption) hath been always 
conſonant, ro admit Women, as well as Men, to 
the Lord's Table. 

And, in many other caſes, particular Circum- 
ſtances may be preſumed to be ſupplied (from the 
Reaſonableneſs of the _ and parallel Caſes,) 
though not diſtiaQly expreſſed in the Hiſtory of the 

C2 Fact ; 
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FaCt; as may be amply ſhewed, if that were ne- 
ceſlary. 

Now (to apply this to the preſeat Caſe) we are 
firſt to conſider, what Baptiſm is,. It is a ſolemn 
Rite, appointed by Chriſt, for the ſolemn Ad- 
miſſioa or Incorporation, of the Perſon Baptized, 
into the Chriſtian Church ; (as Circumciſion was, 
into that of the Jews; ) and, a Conſecration or 
Dedication of the Perſon Baptized, to the Service 
or Worſhip of the Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt. 
And conſequently, thoſe who have right to be ſo 
admitted, and ſo dedicated, have right to the ſo- 
lemn Rite of ſuch Admiſſion, and Dedication. 

Next we are to conlider, that the Children of 
Chriſtians now, have as well a right to be reputed 
Members of the Chriſtian Church, as the Children 
of Jews, of the Jewiſh Church; and conſequently 
ro be ſolemaly received into it : that is, into God's 
viſible Church, both of them ; and both a like Ob- 
ligation to be offered or dedicated to the Service 
of the "True God. 

And it is not reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, that 
God would ſo often, and ſo emphatically make Pro- 
miſes to the Righteous, «nd their ſeed, if there 
was not ſomewhat of peculiar Preference intend- 
ed them, beyond thoſe of the Wicked, or thoſe that 
are out of God's Viſible Church. 

For if no more be intended, than ſuch a Con- 
ditional Promiſe, If they repent and believe ; this 1s 
equally true of the Children of the molt Profligate 
and of Heathens, as of Jews or Chriſtians, How 
great that is, IT will not now diſpute ; but what 
Preference did then belong ro the Jews, I think is 
now common to Chriltians. Other- 
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Otherwiſe, Chriſt's Coming would render the 
Condition of Children, worſe than before. And 
particularly, thoſe very Children, whoin theJewiſh 
Church were Members of the viſible Church of 
God, muſt have ceaſed to be ſo, when the Chriſtian 
Church took place. 

Contrary to what Chriſt ſeems to intimate, 'in 
that of, Suffer little Children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Which intimates a Capacity in Children of an In- 
tereſt in Heaven hereafter,and in the viſible Church 
here ; (eſpecially if by Kzn2dom of Heaven, be here 
meant, the Goſpel Church.) $ 

As likewiſe to that of, Elſe were your Children 
wnclean, but now are they holy. Which implies a cer- 
tain Holineſs, as to the Children of One, though 
not of both, Believing Parents ; which they would 
not have, if neither of the Parents were Believers. 
Which ſeems to me ſo clear an Evidence, of ſome 
relative Holineſs, or Interelt in the viſible Church, 
or Dedication to the Service of God; as is not eaſy 
to be avoided. / 

And thar flight Evaſion, as if it were meant 
as to Baſtardy, 1s ſo weak, as (with me): bears no 
weight at al]. For, though both Parents were Hea- 
then, the Child would not be a Baſtard. 

Andit is to be conſidered, thar, in all Religions, 
the Children are reputed as of the ſame Religion 
with the Parents (while under their Care) till they 
do by ſome a& of their own manifelt the contrary. 
The Child of a Jew is reputed a Jew; of a Chriſtian, 
a Chriſtian ; of a Heathen, a Heathen ; of a Papilt, 
a Papiſt ; and ſo of others. 

Now 
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Now what belongs to a Church, as a Church, 
. doth equally belong to the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Church, and needs no new Inſticution : And con- 
ſequently, that of having their Children in the 
viſible Church-Communion with themſelves ; and 
the Bleſſing appertaining to that viſible Commu- 
nicn ; as that of, 1 will be a God of thee, and of thy 
Seed : And this Bleſſing of Abraham, is come «pox 
the Gentiles alſo. 

And though it is true, that this doth not preſent- 
ly intitle them to Heaven (unleſs their Life be an- 

werable, as neither did that of being the Seed 
of Abraham,) yet it is to be reputed a real Advan- 
tage, as putting them into a fairer Proſpe& of 
Heaven, and in a greater Probability of obtaining 
ſaving Grace, than if out of the Church. 

And this Advantage of the Jew above the Gentiles 
which they then had ; the Apaltle tells us, is much 

every way : (Yet not fo, but that a Believer, though 
" Not a Jew, might be ſaved by Faith ; and an Unbe- 

liever, though a Jew, would be damned without ir.) 
And what Advantage was then to the Jews, (as 
God's viſible Church,) is now common to the Gen- 
tiles alſo. 

So that the Right of Believers Children, to be 
within the Church, is not a new Inſtitution, (as if 
. we {ſhould now look for a diſtinEt Inſtitution of 
_ Infant-Baptiſm, beſide that of Baptiſm ;) but as old 
as Adam, for ought I know ; But the ſolemn Rite 
of Admiſſion into this Church, (to which the Child 
hath a Right to be admitred) is a new Initirution ; 
then by Circumciſion, appointed to Abraham; and 
now, by Baptiſm, upon a new Inſtitution, appoint- 
ed by Chriſt. By 
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By being Believers Children, they have Fus ad 
rem; and by being Baptized, they have Fas in re ; 
whatever be the Priviledge of being within the 
Pale and Promiſe of the viſible Church. And ſo 
long as, by our fault, we debar them from Baptiſm; 
we do, ſo much as in us lyeth, debar them of that 
Advantage, whatever it be. 

Nor is it only a Priwiledge of the Children (to 
be thus early admitted into the viſible Church, 
with the Benefits thereto appertaining, and thus 
dedicated to the Service and Worſhip cf God ;) 
but a Daty of Parents, and other Superiors, thus to 
dedicate them, and (ſo faras in them lyeth)' give 
them up to God. And we need not doubt, but that 
the Parent hath a natural Right over the Child of 
ſo doing. 

And we do not know how ſoon the Effe@ of ſuch 
Dedication (upon God's acceptance) may operate. 
Samſon, before he was born, was devoted by Ma- 
noah, to be a Nazarite. And Samuel was, by his 
Mother, wowed before he was born, and after pre- 
ſented while an Infant, to the ſpecial Service of 
God : Jeremy 1s ſaid to be ſanitified from his mothers 
womb ; and Paul likewiſe; and John the Baptiſt, 
while yet unborn; and T:mothy, from 4 Child. 

And we have no reaſon ro doubt, 'but many 
Children very early, and even before their Birth, 
may ' have the habits of Grace infuſed into them, 
by which they are ſaved, though dying before the. 
Years of Diſcretion. My meaning is, That God 
may, by his Grace, ſo pre-diſpoſe the Soul, to an 
aptneſs for Good; as (by our natural Corruprion) 
weare ſuppoled to be Habitually inclined to Evil, 
though not yet in a Capacity to a either. For 
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For' as the habits of Corruption, which we call 
Original Sin, by Propagation; fo may the habits 
of Grace, by Infufion, be inhereat in the Soul, long 
befare (for want of the uſe of Reaſon) we are in 
Capacity to aQt either ;.as is alſo the rational Fa- 
culty, before we are in a Capacity to at Reaſon. 

And we may have Incouragement to expeQ, or 
hope for, ſuch Work from God on the Heart of a 
Child, from our early devoting him to God's Ser- 
vice. And the proper way, by Chriſt appointed, 
for thus devoring, or offering up perſons to God, 
is Baptiſm, into rhe Name, and to the Service of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 

} am loth to charge it, as a juſt Judgment of 
God, for ſuch negle&; when we fee the unbap- 
tized Children, of Faulty Parents, prove lewd and 
debauch'd Perſons ; though we have reaſon to fear, 
it may be an EffeCt of not devoting them to God 
by Baptiſm, and a negle& of fuitable Education. 
For as we find Corruption doth, ſo (through God's 
Blkefling) Grace may begin to aCt very early ; And 
if we may do it, certainly we ought todo it. 

And as Perſons, when they be come to Age, 
aught themſelves, to give up themſclves, and (as 
it were) enter into. a facred Covenant with God ; 
(and renew it, from time to time;) ſo may the 
Parents (and ought to do it, fo far as in them 
lyeth) give up. their Children to God, and ingage 
them in ſuch a Covenant with him, 

We know, amongſt our ſelves, a Child by his 
Guardians, or his Parents, may be put into the 
Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate, and engaged to the Homage 
and Fealty thereunto appertaining, before himſelf 
do underſtand what is done. And 
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And in ſuch a Covenant we find the 1/raelites to 


enter (Dent. 29. 10. &c.) in the Name of them- 
ſelves; their Wives, and their /irtle ones, and even 
of thoſe then preſent, and thoſe not preſent at that 
Day. ' And of a like Tenour we ſuppoſe to be thoſe 
mention'd of Jofbns, Aſa, Fehojada,Foſiah, That God 
ſhould be a God co them, and they a People to him. 
Which is the ſame, for Subſtance, which a Perſon 
of Age makes for himſelf, and the Parent for the 
Child in Baptiſm. 

And if Children be thus capable, or their Parents 
for them, of entering thus into Covenant with 
God ; why not of receiving the Seal of ſuch Co- 
venant ? And why not that of Baptiſm now, as 


well as of Circumciſion before ? For the Child is 


paſſive in both. 

* And, if Capable, you admit it to be a Dazy. For 
your Exception is, that it is to be underſtood of 
Perſons in a capable Condition, Now, that Infants 
are capable of being admitted Members of God's 
Viſible © hurch ; and capable of being dedicated to 
God's Service, ] think 1s no Queition; which are 
the Buſineſs of Baptiſm, 

I know ir is objeed, that it is ſaid Matth.28.19. 
Go reach all Natious, Baptizing them &C. and there- 
fore they are firſt ro be Taught (which Child.en 
cannot be) before they are Baptized. And others 
(who pur a greater force upon the word valynion} 
choſe rather to render it, Go make Diſciples al Na- 
tions, baptizing them &c. and therefore (lay they) 
they are. to be made Diſciples (by Faith and Re- 
pentance) before they are Baptized. 


T% D Now 
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Now I can well enough admit, that metynion 
may there be rendered by wake Diſciples (and per- 
haps better than Teach ;)) But their Inference from 
thence, is a great Miſtake. 

For, Go make Diſciples by Faith and Repentance ; 
will not be good Senſe. For Faith and Repentance 
are to be Works of the Perſons Baptized, not of 
the Baptizer. : | 

And tis prepoſterous to think Faith and Repent» 
ance intended in the word Matheresfate. For Chriſt 
is here ſpeaking to his Lpoſtles ; inttructing them, 
what They are to do in Planting a Chriſtian Church. 
(Not what each reſpeQtive Chriſtian is to do in a 
Church thus planted : For that is to come-1n after, 
amongſt the things that are to be tevgbr.) 

And the words lie plainly thus ; Go, Diſciple el 
Nations, (that is, Gather Diſciples of all Nations, 
or indiflerently of any Nation, Jews or Gentiles, 
all the World over,) Baptizing thems in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have 
commanded you. 

Or thus, (choſe who are here called Di/ciples, 
being after called Chriſtsans ; The Diſciples were 
called Chriſtians firſt in Antioch, ACt. 11. 26.) Make 
Chriſtians of all Nations, Baptizing them and 
Teaching them . And, (if we would lay ſtreſs 
uponthe order of the Words, Baptizing 1s to go 
before Teaching.) 

_ The word Metnr«/oz7e (make Diſciples) is here a 
Verb Imperative, or Preceptive ; and Barri{arres - 
Jirrorres ( Baptizing and Teaching) are Participles, 
Exegetical or Declarative, how that Precept 1s to 
be diſcharged, And 
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And it is in a like Form as this, (if the Founder 
of a Free-School ſhould thus = InſtruQtions to 
him that he makes School-Maſter,) Make Latiniſts 
of any Pariſh in London,# aking them into the School,aud 
there teaching them the Latin Tongue. Or, in the Lan- 
guage of the Univerſity (to the Governours there) 
Make Scholars, or Learned Mey, of any County in 
England, admitting them into the Univerſity, or 4 
College, and teaching them what is to be there learned. 
Or, in the Language of the City (to the Gover- 
nours, ſuppoſe, of the Merchants Company) Make 
Merchants of any Country ; taking Apprentices ; and 
reaching them the Trade. (For Mens, a Diſciple, (ig- 
nifies the ſame as a Scholar, a Learner, an Appren- 
rice.) 

Would any Man now think, that the Boy muſt 
firſt be a Latiniſt, before he may be taken into the- 
School? Or, the Academick muſt be a Philoſopher, 
or Learned Man, before he may be admitted in the 
Univerfity ? Or, the Citizen a skilful Merchant, 
before he may be bound Apprentice ? No; but the 
quite contrary. So here, he 1s to be entered a 
Scholar in Chriſt's School, in order to be farther 
inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion, according to 
. the capacity wherein he is. 

But, whether one do put himſelf an Apprentice 
(if a Man, and at his own Diſpoſal) or be put 
an Apprentice by his Parents or Guardians (at 
whoſe Diſpoſal he 1s) if-a Child, is all ong, as to 
learning a Trade ; And it is all one, whether (be- 
fore he be thus put an Apprentice) he have ſome 
little Skill in the Trade, or none at all. And fo 


here ; whether he be of ſuch Years (if not the 
| D 2 Child 
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Child of a Chriſtian, or have been before negle&- 
ed) as to have been taught ſomewhat of Chriſti- 
anity ; or yet an Infant,and to know nothing of it. 
And whether (as in the former caſe) he offer him- 
ſcif to Baptiſm ; or (as in the latter) he be ten- 
der'd to it by his Parents; he is to be Baptized, and 
to be Inſtruted, each according to the capacity 
wherein he is. | ; 

But why it ſhould be negleted, when it may be 
had ſooner, I ſee noreaſ{on; at leaſt if it be allow- 
ed to be a thing deſirable, and advantageous. 

Now this, for the moſt part, was the caſe of the 
Apoſtles, when they converted Jews or Heathens 
to the Chriſtian Faith. It was not to be expeted, 
that Men at Age, and at their own Diſpoſal, and 
brought up in another Religion, would be willing 
to declare themſelves Chriſtians, and be Baptized 
as ſuch, before they knew ſomewhat of it; (And 
therefore I would not lay ſo much ſtreſs upon the 
Order of Words, as if a Perſon Unbaptized might 
not be taught, if capable cf it.) 

But when they were ſo perſwaded as to them- 
ſelves, they did (with themſelves) bring in thoſe 
who were under their Power. As Lydia, and all 
her Houſhold ; the Jaylor, and all his ; the Hou- 
ſhold of Stephanas, Cornelius, and all his ; and the* 
like, I ſuppoſe, of others. 

And to this purpoſe I underſtand that of AF. 2. 
Repent, and be Baptized every one of yow, whether 
Jews or Geatiles, (this being a mixture of many 
Nations) for the remiſſion of ſins, — For the promiſe 
is to you, and to your Children, (as well as to 4- 


braham, and his Children,) and io as many as our 
Lord 
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Lord ſþall call, (and to their Children : for this I 
ſuppoſe to be underſtood.) 

For, though I know that Children doth not al- 
ways ſignify Infants; yet, if no more were meant 
of their Children, than of all the World beſide, 
there was no occaſion of Naming Children, but the 
Senſe had been as full withour ir. 

' Now it cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, but thar 
there were Children in ſome of thoſe Houſes ; (at 
leaſt it is more likely that there were in fome, than 
that there were none inany of theni;) and there- 
fore that Children were then Baptized, as well as 
others ; eſpecially when there is no Intimation to 
the contrary. | 

And in fuch Caſes, where there is a filence in 
matter of FaQ; it is reaſonable to think, it was 
ſo, as was moſt likely to be ; eſpecially when no- 
thing appears to the contrary, and great Preſump- 
tions of it. 

I know there is ſometime mention of Faith, in 
order to being Baptized; but it isof grown Perſons. 

Nor 1s it always meant of ſaving Faith, and - 
a cordial Converſion ; but a Profeſſion of Faith, or 
a profeiſed willingneſs to be Baptized,and declaring 
themſelves Chriſtians. 

For *tis ſaid, Simos himſelf believed alſo, and was 
baptized : Which cannot be meant of ſaving Faith, 
and a real Converſion ; for we find him afterward, 
in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity: 

And when ſo many Thouſands were Baptized 
in one Day, we cannot think they were all ſingly 
Examined, ſo as to give (at leaſt a probable) Evt- 
dence of faving Grace :. Bur, their willipgneſs — 
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be Baptized, Was a ſufficient Evideiice of their 

nuring themſelves Chriſtians, or profeſiing Chri- 
ianity. 

And when ll Jeruſalem, and all Judes, and all 
the region about Jordan (that is, great Multitudes 
from all thoſe Parts,) wext out to John Baptiſt, and 
were baptized of him, —_— ſins; it cannot 
be ſuppofed that ſuch Mulcitudes were all fingly 
Examined, and made particular Confeſſions of their 
Sins ; But, the Verbal Expreſſions of many, with 
the ſilent Conſent of the reſt, and the concurrent 
AQings of all, was an evident Declaration of their 
common Sentiments. ks | 

And it can hardly be thought, that they did not 
(many of them) bring Children with them ; ſince 
we know they had then an Opinion, that Chil- 
_ dren were capable of Benefir from the BenediQtion 
of Prophets, and Perſons extraordinary ; as a 
pears by their bringing of /itzle Childrex to Chriſt, 
(ſuch as to be taken up in Arms) for him to /ay his 
hands on them and bleſs them. 


Now if each of theſe Conſiderations be not, 
fingly, convictive: Yet ſo many together, of which 
each is highly probable, and when as nothing (ſo 
much as probable} doth appear to the contrary : 
It ſeems to me ſo great an Evidence (in Matter of 
FaQ,) that Children were then Baptized ; that I 
do not at all doubt, but that we are rather to think, 
chat Infants were then Baptized, than that they 
were not. 

To which we may add, the continual concur- 


rence of the Churches Practice, for near Sixteen 
| Hundred 
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Hundred Years 3 which, in Matter of FaQt, isa 
great Evidence. | 

For Ido not know, that in any Age of the 
Church, it was ever ſo much as queſtioned, ar at 
all doubted, (but that the Children of Chriſtians 
might be lawfully Baptized,) till thaz about 100 
Years ſince (in our Grandfathers time) the Ana- 
baptiſts in Germany did (among(t many other ex- 
travagant Notions) begin to cavil at it.' When as, 
in all the former Ages of the Church, nearer to the 
Apoſtles time, I do not know that any Hiſtory doth 
mention, that it was ever queſtioned. | 

Whereas a thing of ſuch Daily. Practice, if at 
any time, 1n any part of the Chriſtian Church, it 
had received any conſiderable Oppofmtion ; - it could 
not be, but that ſome Hiftory would have taken 
notice of it. So 

And, in ſuch a Caſe, a conſtant Silence is, to me, 
a ſufficient Evidence, that it hath been a conſtanr 
| Praftice (even from the Apoſtles time) without 
any Oppoſition. And, if fo, no doubt, but bythem 
alſo. And I do not know of any thing alleged, 
'with any ſhew of Evidence, why we ſhontd rfnok 
the contrary. 

If any (who were not the Children of Chrifti- 
ans, but converted from Heatheniſm) have defer'd 
their Baptiſm too long ; 1 think they were faulty 
in ſo doing. 

But if any will obſtinately think, that Paul and 
Peter had not, each of them, Two Hands, and on 
each Hand Five Fingers, becauſe; it is no where 
in Scripture (that 1 know of ) ſaid that they 
had ſo : And, that therefore, we are mere ” 
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